
              2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING   

Diary Dates for you 

to note:  

¶ New Yearõs Party  -  Satur-
day 16th January 2010.  

¶ Annual General Meeting  -  
Wednesday 27th January 
2010.  

¶ Management Committee 
Meetings and Casting Com-
mittee Meetings are 
monthly .  
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PROSCENIUM 
Villanova Players 

NEWSLETTER 

The 

VILLANOVA PLAYERS  
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Wednesday, 27th January 2010 at 8.00pm 
AT THE HUT 

ELECTIONS HELD FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 
Management Committee  

 President, Secretary and 2 Ordinary Members 
Casting Committee   

 Two members 
WRITTEN NOMINATIONS TO THE SECRETARY BEFORE THE AGM 

 

b9² ¸9!wΩ{ t!w¢¸ 
COME JOIN US 

Saturday 16th January 2010 
7.15pm 

AT ST JAMES PARISH HALL 
Kirkland Ave COORPAROO 
COST  -  $10.00 per head 

RSVP to Jane Binstead by 15th January 
Phone or SMS  -   0417 072 512 

Email: villanovaplayers@gmail.com 

 
 

WORKING BEE 
AT THE HUT 

Saturday 23rd January 2010 
8.00am to 12.00pm 

TO TIDY UP THE REHEARSAL AREA 
AND THE LOOSE TIMBER SECTION 

Come along and join in the fun and 
fellowship, even for an hour 

would be appreciated. 
 



     Happy New Year! 
     Hope you have all have had a wonderful time over the holiday 
season and a ready for an exciting year ahead. 
     ¢ƘŜ ǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ мсth Janu-
ŀǊȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘ ŀǎ {ǘ WŀƳŜǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƘŀƭƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
had the last couple of birthday meetings. I apologise for the late 
notice of venue but it has been difficult to confirm affordable venue 
bookings over the December and January period. 
     This will be a night for all members, subscribers and friends to get 
together for some fun and frivolity and to launch our season of 

plays for 2010. 
     This year, 2010, brings in a new decade and 
it is time to revisit our strategic plan, to look 
at our core values,  the things we enjoy doing 
now, and things that we want to do in the 
future.  
     So for each of our meetings and functions 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ά±ŀƭǳŜǎ .ƻŀǊŘέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 
contribute your ideas, visions and passions for 
the present and the future, and I urge each of 

you to spend a little time to contribute your own thoughts and feel-
ings . 
     You are, of course, welcome to submit your contributions in the 
usual forms to myself or the Secretary. These will be collated and 
presented back at future monthly meetings and in the Proscenium. 
The accent for the first few months will be on our core values, what 
is important to us, which will lead to updating our mission state-
ment. Later we can then look at reviewing our key goals and strate-
gies. 
     The annual General meeting will be coming up on the 27th of 
January. Please consider standing for one of the positions on the 
management or casting committee. It is a rewarding experience and 
essential to keep our group going. 
     And talking of confirmation of venues, while no decision about 
the future of the campus has been announced, the Southbank Insti-

tute of Technology have confirmed that the Players can use the 
Morningside Theatre for Play 1.   
     May this new year bring you every joy and happiness. 
     Cheers, 
     Leo 

      

2010 
FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS 

 
Play No.1  -  Lettice and Lovage 

LETTICE STARTS SPRUCING UP HISTORY 
By Peter Shaffer 

Directed by Jill Cross 
12th March to 27th March 

  
Play No.2  -  Influence 

THINGS GO AWRY FOR A RADIO SHOCK JOCK 
By David Williamson 

Directed by Leo Bradley 
4th June to 19th June 

 
Play No.3  -  An Inspector Calls 

! /wLaLb![ Lb±9{¢LD!¢Lhb ¢I!¢Ω{ bh¢ ![[ L¢  
APPEARS TO BE 
By J B Priestly 

Directed by Leo Wockner 
27th August to 11th September 

 
Play No.4  -  An Italian Straw Hat 

A FAST-MOVING FRENCH FARCE INVOLVING A  
JEALOUS HUSBAND, A WEDDING PARTY, A VERY 

HUNGRY HORSE AND A STRAW HAT 
By Eugene Labiche 

Translated and adapted by Maria Plumb  
and Rod Thompson 

Directed by Maria Plumb 
19th November to 4th December 
 

                    FROM OUR PRESIDENTñLEO BRADLEY        
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ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

AT THE HUT 
 

WEDNESDAY 27 JANUARY 2010 
8:00pm 

 
BUSINESS 

Elections will be held for:- 
Management Committee 

President, Secretary and 2 Ordinary members 
Casting Committee 

Two members 
 

ENTERTAINMENT 
At this meeting, and all meetings during 2010, 
the Casting Committee are planning to pre-
sent extracts from some of the wonderful 
plays we read in order to put together our 

future seasons.  About 16 plays were seriously 
considered, and many of those that did not 

make the final cut were definitely presentable. 
We are looking for directors to give some of 

these an airing at our monthly meetings.  
Spread your wings and fly!   
Contact a CC member now! 

 
[If anyone is interested in presenting an item at our Monthly 

Meetings,  contact a Member of the Casting Committee  -  phone 
numbers are on the back page of The Proscenium] 
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THE LOWDOWN ON OUR 2010 PLAYS 

Play 1 
ά[ŜǘǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ [ƻǾŀƎŜέ  
by Peter Shaffer 
Directed by Jill Cross 
     Lettice is a tour guide for the National Trust, with the duty of 
leading parties of rather bored tourists through historic Fustian Hall.  
In order to spice things up a bit, she starts improving on history.  
aŀȅōŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǊȅ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ 
fact quite so gory, but they could easily have been. 
     But head office has got wind of this breach of the rules, and steps 
are taken. Miss Charlotte Schoen is despatched to put things right, 
but she soon discovers that she and Lettice have a secret love of the 
more, shall we say, dramatic (and dangerous) events of royal succes-
sion.  
 Cast 
Lettice Douffet 50-60 
Lovage (Miss Charlotte Schoen) 50-60 
Miss Framer, secretary 20-30 
Mr Bardolph, lawyer (male, age indeterminate) 
Outspoken man in tour 
Tour party members of all ages - at least two women  
 
 

 
 
Play 2 
άLƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜέ 
by David Williamson 
Directed by Leo Bradley 
      hƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ά{ƘƻŎƪ WƻŎƪǎέ ƛǎ ½ƛƎƎȅ .ƭŀǎƪƻΦ  IŜ 
is at the zenith of his career ς even though he is often criticised as 
promoting ethnic hatred and inflaming tensions.  He has a beautiful 
άǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǿƛŦŜέΣ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ ƘƻǳǎŜŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ όƻƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ 
token Middle Eastern woman). He is also taking care of his father ς 
an eastern European war hero from WW2. 
     ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀ ōƛǘ ŀǿǊȅΦ Iƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜ-
ǎǘŀǊǘ ƘŜǊ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ǉǳǘǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƴǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ½ƛƎƎȅΩǎ ǎƛǎǘŜǊ ƛǎ 
ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǎǘ ŎǊƛǘƛŎǎΦ Iƛǎ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
adult rebelliousness may be getting out of hand, and to top it off, his 
ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿŀǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƭŜǎǎ ǎŀǾƻǳǊȅΦ 
     Can Ziggy weather the storm?   
Cast 
Ziggy (radio talk-back host) - 40s-50s,  
/ŀǊƳŜƭƭŀ ό½ƛƎƎȅΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǿƛŦŜύ  - late 20s/early 30s 
Vivienne Blasko, his daughter (20s)  
aŀǊƪƻΣ ½ƛƎƎȅΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŜŀǊƭȅ улǎ 
Connie, Ziggy's sister, late 40s 
Tony, man servant, 40s 
Zehra, Muslim housekeeper, late 30s/early 40s 
Voice Overs 
 
 
 

Play 3 
ά!ƴ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀƭƭǎέ 
by J B Priestley 
Directed by Leo Wockner 
     The play opens with the Burling family having a small party to 
celebrate the engagement of their daughter to a wealthy and suc-
cessful businessman.  This is a perfect match, and there is perfect 
compatibility between the two companies. 
     Then an inspector calls. 
     He has a photo of a woman who has recently suicided, but what 
interest can that be to the family members? 
     Gradually, but inexorably, Inspector Goole draws each family 
member into a web of cause and effect, that shows there may be a 
high price to pay for unthinking actions. 
Cast  
Arthur Burling, self made businessman 40s/50s 
Sybil, his wife, 40s/50s 
Eric, their son (wastrel), early 20s  
Shelia, their daughter, early 20s 
DŜǊŀƭŘ /ǊƻŦǘΣ {ƘŜƭƛŀΩǎ ŦƛŀƴŎŜŜΣ ол 
Edna, the parlour maid, age indeterminate 
Inspector Goole, 40s/mid 50s 

 
 
 
Play 4 
ά!ƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ {ǘǊŀǿ Iŀǘέ 
by Eugene Labiche 
Directed by Maria Plumb 
     Fadinade ς bright young man about town (Paris) is returning 
after visiting his fiancé and her family in the country, when his horse 
snacks on a fine Italian straw hat.  It is owned by a young lady, who 
is fraternising with a handsome officer of the Hussars.  
     Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀŘȅΩǎ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ CŀŘƛƴŀŘŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ŀƴ 
identical hat before she can return to her rather jealous husband.  
¢ƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΣ CŀŘƛƴŀŘŜΩǎ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘȅ όƛƴ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƘŀŎƪƴŜȅ 
cabs) arrives expecting to celebrate the nuptials.  
     He is forced to follow a trail (with the wedding party dogging his 
heels) of leads to a possible replacement, that takes him to a milli-
ƴŜǊΩǎΣ ŀƴ ŀǊƛǎǘƻŎǊŀǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƴƻƻǘȅ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ǎƻƛǊŞŜΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ŀ 
hot-headed gentleman. 
     The wedding party complicate matters ς ƳƛǎǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƭƭƛƴŜǊΩǎ 
assistant for the mayor, gate-ŎǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ άƪƴŜŜǎ-ǳǇέ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛǊŞŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŘŘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  
     Eventually, all is sorted out, Fadinade and Helene are married, 
the hat is restored, and all ends happily. 
Cast  (doubling will be possible) 
Virginia, maidservant to Anaïs Beauperthuis, 18 
Felix, servant to Fadinard, 20s 
Aunt Vezinet, aunt to Helene, 50s 
Liondias Fadinard, a gentleman ς the bridegroom, 25-35 
Anais, a lady without a hat, 25 
Emile Tavernier, a lieutenant, 30 
Nonancourt, a nursery gardener, father of the bride, 50s 
Helene, the bride - daughter of Nonancourt, 18 
Bobin, nephew of Nonancourt, cousin of Helene, 20 
Tardiveau, an accountant, 70 
Clara, a milliner, 25 
Baroness DeAchilles of Rosalba, a young lion, age indeterminate 
Clotilde, a chambermaid of the Baroness, 18 
Beauperthuis, a man of wealth and substance, 50s  
A Corporal  
A Servant of the Baroness:  
Guests, wedding party 
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      SOME VP MEMBERS AT PLAY           

Villanova Players 
INCORPORATED 
Established 1948 

 
Balmoral Park, Jean Howie Drive  
off Bennetts Road MORNINGSIDE  
PO Box 465 Morningside Qld 4170 
Email:villanovaplayers@gmail.com  

www.villanovaplayers.com  
 

Phone: 3395 5168 

         2009 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
President:  Leo Bradley   3891 5769 
Vice Pres:   Jane Binstead   3847 1187 
Treasurer:   Rod Thompson    3391 7180 
Secretary:  Fran Campbell   3399 1863 
Casting Liaison:  Samantha Tierney            0419 736 562 
Members:  Robert Gettons   0409 595 197 
  Trevor Bond   3393 6521 
  Mary Woodall   3395 5268 
  Audrey McKibbin  3394 1860 
   

                2009 CASTING COMMITTEE 
 Samantha Tierney  0419 736 562  
 Colleen Lock   0428 122 026 
 Rod Thompson   3391 7180 
 Michael Byrnes   3849 4521   
 Maria Thompson   3391 7180 
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{¢ [¦Y9Ω{ ¢I9!¢w9 {h/L9¢¸ presents One Foot in 
the Door directed by Don Hobbs -  19th to 27th 
March  -  Bookings  -  3844 7257 
 
SUNNYBANK THEATRE GROUP presents Season of 
One-Act Plays directed by Loretta Donnelly -  29th 
January to 6th February   -  Bookings  -  3345 3964 
 
ARTS THEATRE  presents He Died with a Felafel in 
His Hand by John Birmingham, Directed by Natalie 
Bochenski  -  2nd to 15th January  -  Bookings  -  
3369 2344   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

INVITATION 
If any older members of VPs remember  

Merle Dinning and have some free time, she 
would love a visit.  She is as bright 

ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ 
The Regis Nursing Home 

279 Lillian Avenue 
SALISBURY 

 

From the Villanova Players Strategic Plan 

Our current mission statement 

To produce and present quality amateur theatre for 
the Brisbane community, in a way that:- 

Develops theatrical talent 

Promotes the appreciation and enjoyment 
of theatre 

Is innovative 

Builds community, and 

Is ecumenical in outlook 

So that our audiences have an entertaining experi-
ence, and are stimulated to thinking, and discussion 
of societal culture and mores 


