
     AN ITALIAN STRAW HAT                                    

Diary Dates for you 

to note: 

 Monthly General Meeting  -  
Wednesday 20 October, 
2010, at M’Side TAFE 

 Management Committee 
Meetings and Casting Com-
mittee Meetings are 
monthly. 

 Opening Night of An Italian 
Straw Hat   -  Friday, 19th 
November. 
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NEWSLETTER 

The 

       Rehearsals have begun for Play No.4  -  
An Italian Straw Hat by Eugene Labiche 
and translated and adapted by Rod 
Thompson and Maria Plumb.  The play is 
also directed by Maria. 
     This play is a fast-moving farce that will 
have the audience laughing right from the 
beginning to the end.  The storyline con-
cerns Fadinard and his endeavours to  se-
cure a hat of the finest Italian straw from 
Florence. At the same time he is endeav-
ouring to marry his love Helene, while 
keeping on the good side of her domineer-
ing father Nonancourt.  On the way he 
meets many entertaining characters and 
situations that will also delight our audi-
ences. 
     Added to this, Anne Monsour has writ-
ten several peppy songs to be included in 
the play and the whole cast is enjoying 
learning these delightful ditties.  Helen 
Ekundayo has also choregraphed some fine 
dance steps, Leo Bradley is in charge of 
costumes for this rather large cast  and 
Mickey O’Donnell and Liz Morris are lend-
ing their talents backstage. The whole 
presentation promises to be a delightful 
close to our 2010 year of successful plays. 
     The play opens on 19th November in 
the Morningside TAFE.  Make sure you 
don’t miss this great presentation. 

      

            Strategic Planning Day 
Saturday 30th October 2010 

1:00pm til 5:00pm at the F block dining room , adjacent to the theatre. 
Our Values and Vision for the future, 
Our strategies to achieve that vision. 

Members and subscribers have been reviewing our current plan and submitting suggestions and, ideas and values . 
This planning day is a chance to put it all together and ensure we come up with a plan  

which will guide us through the next five years. 
 

RSVP Leo Bradley (07 3891 5769) for catering. 

     

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Aunt Vézinet does her thing 

Ever-protective Nonancourt 



     Happy Birthday Villanova Players! 
     It seems hardly possible that another year has flown past, with so much happening.   
     “An Inspector Calls” finished its run to full houses and many accolades from our 
audience, despite the Brisbane Festival and RiverFire. 
     Last month saw a reading of “Of Dogs and Dumplings” written by our own Anne 
Monsour, and performed by Maria Thompson.  This is one of a series of monologues 
that Anne has been working on and was a delight to see a work of one of our award-
winning writers in progress.  This is one of our chief aims to help our members develop 
their theatrical skills in all areas, but particularly writing and performing new works.  
This piece was certainly full of wit and humour and a deep observation of the human 
condition.  The audience were wrapt   
     Also it was great to be back in the Theatre for our monthly meetings.  Remember 
that all subscribers and friends are welcome to come along to our monthly meetings 
held on the third Wednesday of each month, at the Theatre commencing at 8:00pm.  
     While we now have increased access to the Theatre in our own time, we still need to 
find more people to help out with the cleaning and front of house duties.  I’d like to 
send a big thank you to those who came along to help in the bump-out for “An Inspec-
tor Calls”, particularly Laurie Monsour, Anthony Bradley and Richard Gilles.  While it is 
expected that cast members help in the bump-in and bump-out, it is really impressive 
when ordinary members turn up to give a hand.  Thanks so much for all your efforts.   
     Sapristi! Rehearsals are underway for our final production for 2010, “An Italian 
Straw Hat”.  There’s been a lot of “Ooh la la-ing” and “Sacre Bleu-ing” going on at the 
Hut.  Bump-in is scheduled for Saturday 16th October so if you are available please come 
along to help out.  The season opens on 19th November .  
     The birthday meeting will be at the Theatre on Wednesday 20th October 2010 ( 20-10
-2010).   As we did last year, please bring a plate of something to share.  We will be at 

The Theatre on Clearview Terrace.  As well as the monthly entertainment, there will be 
the announcement by the Casting Committee of the season for 2011.  All members, 
friends and subscribers are welcome, so come along and be the first to hear.  
     The theme for our Birthday meeting this year is ‘In the Black’.  We will celebrate our 
dedicated stage managers, crew, lighting and sound operators, and all those who “wear 
the black”.  No show is possible without their tireless efforts, and we are very grateful 
for all their dedication, hard work and support. 
     A mass will be offered at St James Church on Saturday morning 6th November at 
8:00am for the repose of the souls our departed members, subscriber and their families 
and the needs and concerns of all our members and subscribers.   Once again, all are 
welcome. 
     Also, I’ve been selected by the Brisbane City Council to represent the Players and the 
general community on the Community Planning Team for the new Neighbourhood Plan 
being developed for the Morningside and Cannon Hill area.  This district takes in the 
Southbank Institute site where the Players currently perform.  We have had our first 
main planning meeting where several of us stressed the need for more community 
meeting and performance spaces and other cultural needs such a libraries and Theatres 
as the district grows Everything from roads, ferries, density of housing , location of 

shopping, industry and park land are all part of the plan.  If 
you have specific issues or ideas that they would like to see 
raised to be included in the Council’s future plans for the 
area, please let me know (ph 3891 5769). 
     Looking  forward to seeing you all at our Birthday meet-
ing on 20th October.  
 

    Sapristi!, 
    Leo                                           

      

2010 
FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS 

  
 
 
 

 
Play No.4  -  An Italian Straw Hat 

A FAST-MOVING FRENCH FARCE INVOLVING A  
JEALOUS HUSBAND, A WEDDING PARTY, A VERY 

HUNGRY HORSE AND A STRAW HAT 
By Eugene Labiche 

Translated and adapted by Maria Plumb  
and Rod Thompson 

Directed by Maria Plumb 
19th November to 4th December 

 

                    FROM OUR PRESIDENTñLEO BRADLEY        
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MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING 

AT THE TAFE THEATRE 

WEDNESDAY 20 OCTOBER 2010 
8:00pm 

 
ENTERTAINMENT 

For our October entertainment,  
Act One of the very funny play, 

“Squabbles”  by Marshall Karp, will be 
presented.  The selection will be 

directed by Trevor Bond.  The story 
opens with the couple,  Jerry and Alice 
Sloan expecting a baby.  Two problems 
present themselves  -  firstly, they only 
live in a small apartment and secondly, 

Alice’s nit-picking father Abe, lives 
with them.  There is a further compli-
cation when Jerry’s mother phones 

them.  The play features, Meagan Law-
son, Andrew Heron, Richard Gillies and 

Trevor Bond and promises to delight 
our audience. 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

[If anyone is interested in presenting an item at our Monthly 
Meetings,  contact a Member of the Casting Committee  -  phone 

numbers are on the back page of The Proscenium] 

DIRECTOR Maria Plumb at the helm 

 



Page 3      Volume 49 Issue 10 

SEPTEMBER ENTERTAINMENT 

      The September entertainment proved to 
be a real gem.  Our own Anne Monsour had 
written a monologue entitled, “Of Dogs and 
Dumplings.”  The piece had never been per-
formed before, and so with some encourage-
ment, it was presented to the meeting, via the 
performing talents of Maria Plumb. 
     The piece was truly great entertainment, 
with advice being given to an imaginary 
younger member of the family and it covered 
a great many topics.  The piece was well re-
ceived by our audience and we look forward 
to hearing many more works from Anne.  

                               

     
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
      I’m sure everyone has noticed the new lighting that has been used for our recent 
plays.  Audience reaction has been very favourable and our technicians are very happy 
with our new equipment. 
     Indeed, the equipment is great to work with and the results speak for themselves.  
Our stage has always been very expertly lit, with excellent lighting design and operation 
and this new equipment augments what has gone before. 
     The Queensland Government’s Gambling Community Benefit Fund has provided 
$30 000.00 to Villanova Players for the purchase of this lighting equipment.  
     Through this great fund and through the efforts of our committee, our patrons can 
benefit from the most modern lighting equipment available for theatre productions. 
 
        
        Rod Thompson 
         TREASURER                                    

      
     Our thoughts and prayers are with Nola Grimshaw and family 
on  the recent passing of Nola’s mother on Sunday, 29th August. 
 
     Dean and Anthea Patrick are in London.  Anthea has been ac-
cepted into a short Director’s course at the prestigious RADA in 
London, during September.  We look forward to her putting these 
new skills in practice with VPs in the future. 
 
     Members and subscribers were saddened to hear of the death 
of our good friend and loyal subscriber, Joyce Carson.  Joyce was a 
well know musician and strings teacher in Brisbane and will be very 
much missed.  Our audiences will be less bright without her colour-
ful presence. 
 
     It is most important that members attend our Strategic Plan 
Meeting, set for Saturday, 30th October at 4pm at the TAFE dining 
room.  Dinner will be provided and could you please RSVP to either 
Leo Bradley or Meagan Lawson 
 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE SNIPPETS 

Maria delivering the Monologue 
“Of Dogs and Dumplings” 

Writer Anne Monsour giving some direction 

The September meeting was held at the 
TAFE theatre at Morningside, and was an 
excellent venue for this purpose.  So let’s 

fill the theatre for our next monthly meet-
ing on 20th October.  See you there! 



VILLANOVA PLAYERS 
Newsletter 

 

Villanova Players 
INCORPORATED 
Established 1948 

Balmoral Park, Jean Howie Drive 
off Bennetts Road MORNINGSIDE 
PO Box 465 Morningside Qld 4170 
Email:villanovaplayers@gmail.com 

www.villanovaplayers.com 
 

   The Hut:      Phone:  -  3395 5168 
  Bookings:    Phone:  -  3899 9962 

         2010 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
President:  Leo Bradley   3891 5769 
Vice Pres:   Jane Binstead  3847 1187 
Treasurer:   Rod Thompson    3391 7180 
Secretary: Meagan Lawson  0401 001 391 
Casting Liaison: Maria Thompson            3391 7180 
Members: Trevor Bond  3393 6521 
  Mary Woodall  3395 5268 
  Audrey McKibbin 3394 1860 
  Andrew Heron  0417 793 133 
   

                2010 CASTING COMMITTEE 
 Samantha Tierney 0449 861 812  
 Rod Thompson  3391 7180 
 Michael Byrnes  3849 4521   
 Maria Thompson  3391 7180 
 Leo Wockner  3399 8242 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WHAT’S ON IN THEATRE 

 
ST LUKE’S THEATRE SOCIETY presents  OUT OF THE QUESTION  directed 
by Cameron Gaffney -  20th to 27th November   -  Bookings  -  3844 7257 
 
BEENLEIGH THEATRE GROUP presents GREASE THE MUSICAL  -  22nd 
October to 22nd November,  -  Bookings  -  3287 1377 
 
ARTS THEATRE presents BEAUTY AND THE BEAST directed by our very 
own Ngaire Lock  -  18th September to 23rd October  -  Bookings  -  3369 
2344 
 
CENTENARY THEATRE GROUP presents THE UNDERPANTS by Karl Stern-
heim -  6th to 27th November-  Bookings  -  3379 3937 
 
SUNNYBANK THEATRE GROUP presents THE NUNSENSE CHRISTMAS 
MUSICAL  -  NUTCRACKERS directed by Stephanie Ellis  -  19th November 
to 4th December  -  Bookings  -  3345 3964 

 
MOUNT COTTON DRAMA GROUP  presents  JOURNEY’S END directed by 
Anthony Wheadon -  22nd October  to 6th November  -  Bookings   -  
online at their website 
 
MIXED COMPANY presents  MOONLIGHT AND MAGNOLIAS   -  from 
Thursday 2nd September  -  8.00pm Visy Theatre Brisbane Powerhouse, 
119 Lamington Street New Farm 
 
SYNECDOCHE 3 SISTERS at METRO ARTS  -  27th October to 6th Novem-
ber, starring our own Nicole Bilson. 
 
IGNATIONS presents MISS SAIGON  -23rd September to 15th October 
 

 
 

AN ITALIAN STRAW HAT 
Cast: 

          Virginia/Clotilde ....... Samantha Yeates 
  Felix ............. Michael McNish 
      Aunt Vézinet .......  Jenny Brunner 
          Fadinard  ........   Luke Monsour 
  Anaïs ..........   Meagan Lawson 
     Emile/Signor Nisnardi ... David Jones 
                       Nonancourt .... Rod Thompson 
  Helene ......... Holly Williamson 
                Bobin ......... Andrew Heron 
           Tardiveau ....... Danny Kennedy 
    Clara/Duchess ...... Helen Ekundayo 
    Baroness de Champigy ... Mary Woodall 
            Achilles ......... Blaise Ahern 
                  Beauperthuis ...... Trevor Bond 
        Trouillebert/Gaston .... Matt Knox 
  Duc de Chareau Sateau .... Jeff Ahern 
     M’lle Ondine ....... Elizabeth Morris 
  Madame de Camembert .. Mickey O’Donnell 
         Pierre Nonancourt ..... Richard Gillies 
        Antoinette Voiture ...... Sandra Hogan 
 Marie Voiture ......... Robyn Kearney 
 
    
 

 

WANTED FOR PLAY 4 
An Italian Straw Hat needs the following and if 
you can help that would be greatly appreciated. 

 
If you have a Wooden Milliner’s Block from St 
Luke’s days and if you have a plain Patchwork 
Quilt, please contact Mickey on 3899 9962 or 

Mary on 3395 5268 

An Evening at Parliament House  

Tuesday October 26th  

     The SEBCC in partnership with Di Farmer, Member for Bulimba! , Cam-
eron Dick, Member for Greenslopes and Steve Kilburn, Member for Chats-
worth are again inviting you and your family to Parliament House.  
     Enjoy a BBQ on the deck of Parliament House overlooking the Brisbane 
River at sunset. 
     This will be followed by a tour of the main rooms by one of our State 
Members of Parliament: Di Farmer, Steve Kilburn and Cameron Dick. This 
provides a terrific opportunity to ask questions and learn how our Parliamen-
tary system operates.  
     You will have the opportunity to sit in the Gallery while the Parliament is 
sitting. 
     The low cost of the evening is made possible by the generosity of all 
three members. Please choose your meal option by selecting from the drop 
down box. Beer, wine and soft drinks will be provided. 
     Children and partners are once again welcome to this event; numbers 
are limited so remember to book early. 
     Parking is restricted in the city at that time - so please arrive early to 
ensure parking spot (public car park) and time to get to the Annexe. 
 
Event Information:  info@sebcc.com.au 

Event Information:  

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY VPs 

mailto:%20info@sebcc.com.au

