
     AN ITALIAN STRAW HAT                                    

Diary Dates for you 

to note: 

 Annual General Meeting  -  
Wednesday 19 January, 
2011, at M’Side TAFE 

 Management Committee 
Meetings and Casting Com-
mittee Meetings are 
monthly. 

 New Year Party  -  Satur-
day, 15 January 2011 at 
TAFE 
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PROSCENIUM 
Villanova Players 

NEWSLETTER 

The 

      What a great way to end our successful 
2010 season of plays  -  great play, great 
cast and crew and great audiences. 
     ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦ  hǳǊ tƭŀȅ 
No.4, An Italian Straw Hat did brisk and 
exciting business at the box office, with 
patrons enthralled with the production.  
Some even coming back a second time to 
pick up those things they missed the first 
time. 
     Director Maria Plumb was more than 
pleased with how the play turned out and 
was elated that her visions for the play and 
characters came to fruition. 
     Many commented on the fine set back-
drop, immersing patrons right there into a 
Paris setting. 
     Thanks to Maria as director, and Mickey 
and Liz as stage managers for contributing 
to the great success of this final play for 
2010.  We must not forget Neil Goodwin 
ŀƴŘ 9Ǌƛƴ .ǳǊǘƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨōƻȄΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǇƭŜƴπ
did work and Cindy Lake for the lighting 
design and Gregg Goriss for the sound de-
sign. 
    And of course a big thank you to Anne 
Monsour for writing some great songs into 
ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘǳƳπ
ming these delightful little ditties well after 
the show has ended. 
     We now look forward to 2011, which 
promises to be another great season. 
      

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
          Saturday 15th January 2011 

             TAFE THEATRE DINING HALL 
                            from 6.00PM 
 

THEMEτMAD HATTERS 
[wear a crazy hat and have your favourite joke ready to tell] 

 
                                ENTERTAINMENT 

FOOD/DRINKS 
$15.00 PER PERSON 

LET MICKEY KNOW FOR CATERING 3899 9962 

     

 

       NEW YEAR PARTY 

FATHER AND DAUGHTER DANCE 

CONFUSION IN THE HAT SHOP 

ALL ENDS WELL 



               It seems hardly possible that we are in December already.  This year 
has just flown by!  The season for ά!ƴ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ {ǘǊŀǿ Iŀǘέ was an enormous 
success both artistically and financially.  But perhaps more important it was 
great entertainment for our audiences.  The comments for audiences were 
simply rapturous. They really enjoyed it. 
     I must extend a big thank you to all the cast and crew.  Mounting a farce, 
especially a FRENCH farce, is very physically demanding.  The running around 
never stops from the warm-up up to the final bows.  Everybody has put in an 
extraordinary effort but special thanks must go to Cindy Lake as our tirelessly 
organised production liaison officer, lighting designer and musician to name 
just a few roles, and Luke Monsour who tackled the demanding and pivotal 
role of Fadinard and gave each performance 110%.  
    Of course we are all indebted to Maria and Rod Thompson for creating this 
wonderful piece of theatre in the first place.  It is one of the hallmarks of VPs 
to encourage and support our members to write new plays and adaptations, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭǳŎƪ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǘŀƭŜƴǘŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
that Maria and Rod will be receiving a few requests for this new script from 
other theatre companies. 
     Our November monthly meeting showed how having access to the Thea-
tre can lift our regular entertainment to a new level.  Amanda Webb and 
Trudy Leggett put together a very memorable night with their piece ά¢ƘŜ 
aŀƴȅ /ƻƭƻǳǊ ƻŦ [ƻǾŜέΦ  It  was well received by a large audience of members 
and friends.  The large cast of actors and singers had spent many hours 

working on various pieces from Shakespeare, Pinter and others.  Shake-
ǎǇŜŀǊŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƳπ
ǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŀŦǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ōƛǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ tƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
ά.ŜǘǊŀȅŀƭέ which were just electric.  Many thanks again to the hardworking 
cast and crew, who went a lot further than just learning the lines, and thanks 
to the other members and friends for coming along to support them.   It was 
really heart-warming to see such a great crowd along to a monthly meeting. 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ 
     Our discussions with the Southbank Institute of Technology are continu-
ing.  They have recently confirmed our access to the Theatre for the next six 
months at a very reasonable rate.  While the long term plans are to sell the 
site, they are under no pressure to sell in the near future.  The Brisbane City 
Council Neighbourhood Plan, currently  being drafted, has also noted the 
ŎŀƳǇǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ άǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘέ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 
be considered under any plans for future development of the site.  
     hǳǊ aŀŘ IŀǘǘŜǊΩǎ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Theatre.  Please come along and wear your favourite hat and a joke to share. 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ Ƙŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 

ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ±tΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  
     Wishing you all a very happy, safe and relaxing holiday 
season and looking forward to seeing you all at our New 
¸ŜŀǊΩǎ tŀǊǘȅΦ  
      Merry Christmas , 
     Leo 

      

2011 
FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS 

 
 

 Play No.1 -  CRECHE AND BURN 
by Elise Greig 

Directed by Fionna Kennedy 
The first day on a new job can be overwhelm-

ing especially at a child-care centre.  
25th March to 9th April 

 
 
 

Play No.2  -  a!w±LbΩ{ whha 
by Scott McPherson 

Directed by Brian Cannon 
The close juxtaposition of humour and tragedy  

is just one of the strengths of this play.   
3rd June to 18th June 

 
 
 

Play No.3  -  [!5¸ ²Lb59wa9w9Ω{ C!b 
by Oscar Wilde 

Directed by Jill Cross 
A biting satire on the hypocrisy of  

Victorian society's attitudes, particularly  
towards marriage. 

26th August to 10th September 
 

 
 

Play No.4  -  SUMMER WONDERLAND 
by Matthew Ryan 

Directed by Leo Bradley 
A true blue parody of life's trials and  

tribulations faced by an eccentric group of 
neighbours in suburban Australia. 
18th November to 3rd December  

 
 

 
 

 

                    FROM OUR PRESIDENTñLEO BRADLEY        
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ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING 

AT THE TAFE THEATRE 

WEDNESDAY 19 JANUARY 2011 
8:00pm 

 
ELECTIONS 

 
Management Committee 

Four [4] positions are up for election,  
including our Vice President and Treasurer 
and two [2] Ordinary Members who do not 

wish to re-nominate. 
 

Casting Committee 
Three [3] positions are up for election, 

as some members are retiring  
and do not wish to re-nominate. 

 
 
 
 

 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

[If anyone is interested in presenting an item at our Monthly 
Meetings,  contact a Member of the Casting Committee  -  phone 

numbers are on the back page of The Proscenium] 
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NOVEMBER ENTERTAINMENT 

     Our November meeting entertainment was the 
presentation of The Many Colours of Love de-
vised by Trudy Leggett and Amanda Webb. 
     With the underlying theme of love, the pres-
entation consisted of songs, monologues and 
scenes from plays bridging the times from 
Shakespearian themes through Medea to mod-
ern plays of the 20th century. 
     Indeed the audience was presented with the 
many colours of love too, ranging from the dark 
to the light with a touch of comedy. 
     The presentation flowed quite well and intro-
duced our monthly meeting audience to some 
new faces and some familiar faces too. 
     The singing was good as were the monologues 
and the scenes from plays were well handled. 
     Congratulations to Trudy and Amanda for 
tackling this ambitious undertaking which thrilled 
ƻǳǊ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΩǎ Ŝƴπ
tertainment. 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
        
 
 

 

 
       
    ²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊπ
ents and we wish them all the very best.   
     Firstly Bryan and Jane Hamer welcomed their son Michael into the 
world last month and all are doing well.  Bryan and Jane were in the audi-
ence of An Italian Straw Hat, so there must be no shortage of babysitters. 
     Then Suresh and Aparna welcomed their daughter Ada into their lives 
on 30th November.  Because she is small, the hospital kept her in, but 
Suresh reports that all is now well and Ada is showing all the signs of 
being spirited and feisty. 
 
       

River Gateway Neighbourhood 

Plan  
The documents from the earlier sessions including 
the workshop summary and the Issues and Aspira-
ǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
web site. (http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/
planning-building/local-plans/east/RiverGateway/) 

 

SHAKESPEARIAN THEME 

THE WHOLE CAST BEAUTIFUL 
SINGING 

WORKING AS A TEAM 

TENSION 

BABY 
NEWS! 

ώǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ōŀōȅ ōƻƻƳϐ 
ώŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎϐ 



VILLANOVA PLAYERS 
Newsletter 

 

Villanova Players 
INCORPORATED 
Established 1948 

Balmoral Park, Jean Howie Drive  
off Bennetts Road MORNINGSIDE  
PO Box 465 Morningside Qld 4170 
Email:villanovaplayers@gmail.com  

www.villanovaplayers.com  
 

   The Hut:      Phone:  -  3395 5168 
  Bookings:    Phone:  -  3899 9962 

         2010 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
President:  Leo Bradley   3891 5769 
Vice Pres:   Jane Hamer [Binstead]  0417 072 512 
Treasurer:   Rod Thompson    3391 7180 
Secretary:  Meagan Lawson   0401 001 391 
Casting Liaison:  Maria Thompson            3391 7180 
Members:  Trevor Bond   3393 6521 
  Mary Woodall   3395 5268 
  Audrey McKibbin  3394 1860 
  Andrew Heron   0417 793 133 
   

                2010 CASTING COMMITTEE 
 Samantha Tierney  0449 861 812  
 Rod Thompson   3391 7180 
 Michael Byrnes   3849 4521   
 Maria Thompson   3391 7180 
 Leo Wockner   3399 8242 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

²I!¢Ω{ hb Lb ¢I9!¢w9 

 
{¢ [¦Y9Ω{ ¢I9!¢w9 {h/L9¢¸ presents  BREATH OF SCANDAL directed by  
Trevor Bond -  11th to 19th March  -  Bookings  -  3844 7257 

 
BEENLEIGH THEATRE GROUP presents ²I9b ¢I9 /!¢Ω{ !²!¸ directed 
by Carolyn Kinniburgh  -  18th February to 5th March  -  Bookings  -  3287 
1377 
 
ARTS THEATRE presents L [h±9 ¸h¦Σ ¸h¦Ωw9 t9wC9/¢Σ bh² /I!bD9 
directed by Miranda Sellwood - 12th to 29th January  -  Bookings  -  3369 
2344 
 
CENTENARY THEATRE GROUP presents VISITING MR GREEN directed by  
DŀǊȅ hΩbŜƛƭ -  5th to 26th March -  Bookings  -  3379 3937 
 
SUNNYBANK THEATRE GROUP presents THE NERD directed by Pam 
Cooper  -  25th February to 12th March  -  Bookings  -  3345 3964 

 
MOUNT COTTON DRAMA GROUP presents a¸ I¦{.!b5Ω{ ²L[5 59π
SIRES directed by Lyn and Andy Mathers -  29th April  to 14th May  -  
Bookings   -  online at their website 
 
SANDGATE THEATRE GROUP presents CAFE ONE ACTS  directed by Chris 
Packman, Christine Linning and Susannah Holmes  -  11th to 26th March  
- Bookings  -   3869 2099 
 
NASH THEATRE  presents THE 39 STEPS by John Buchan  -  5th  to  26th 
March  -  Bookings  -  3379 4775 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
        
         

MORE PHOTOS FROM THE HAT 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
     At this time, we keep David Cole and Ailsa Haseman 

ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
thoughts and prayers, as they cope with 
their illnesses and arrangements. 


