
     AN INSPECTOR CALLS                                    

Diary Dates for you 

to note:  

¶ Monthly General Meeting  -  
Wednesday 18 August, 
2010.  

¶ Management Committee 
Meetings and Casting Com-
mittee Meetings are 
monthly .  

¶ Opening Night of An Inspec-
tor Calls   -  Friday, 27th 
August.  
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PROSCENIUM 
Villanova Players 

NEWSLETTER 

The 

       Rehearsals have begun for our Play No.3., 
WΦ.Φ tǊƛŜǎǘƭŜȅΩǎ An Inspector Calls.  Direction of 
the play is in the capable hands of Leo Wockner, 
who is pleased with the progress of the play 
thus far. 
     A stellar cast has been assembled and this 
play promises to be another excellent produc-
tion in our 2010 season. 
     The action of the play takes place in the din-
ƛƴƎ ǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƛǊƭƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ .ǊǳƳƭŜȅΣ ŀƴ 
Industrial city in the North midlands of England 
in the spring of 1912, where one evening, the 
prosperous Birling family is celebrating the en-
gagement of their daughter to a promising 
young businessman.  They make a toast to the 
future and to their individual prosperity.  Then  
there is a knock on the door and an inspector 
calls.  He quickly turns their merriment to bewil-
ŘŜǊƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ 
tragic death.  As the evening unfolds, it be-
comes increasingly apparent that the innocence 
of everyone in the room is in question.  But 
who, or what, is the Inspector?  More impor-
tantly, who is guilty?  
     The play opens at the TAFE theatre Morning-
side, on Friday, 27th August.  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ 
play whatever you do.  What can be gained 
from the play?  Not only a great night of enter-
tainment in live 3D, but also, we could be en-
couraged to look more favourably on the less 
fortunate.   As Inspector Goole in the play says, 
ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ 
ōƻŘȅΦ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦέ  In-
deed Priestly shows his audience the unfair 
nature of the British class system in 1912. 

      

        

     

 

REHEARSALS 

[above  -  The Birlings at dinner] 

[above  -  The engagement] 

[above  -  Director Leo Wockner, 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀȅΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎϐ 

 
CAST 

 Arthur Birling .................. Brian Cannon 
 Sheila Birling ................... Jill Cross 
 Sybil Birling ..................... Carissa Zygis 
 Eric Birling ....................... Nick Morrissey 
 Gerald Croft .................... Steve Pearton 
 Inspector Goole .............. Leo Bradley 
 Edna, Parlour Maid ......... Audrey McKibbin 
 

CREW 
 Stage Manager ................  David Jones 
 

 
  

Our 
Strategic  Plan 



     Rehearsals are well underway for ά!ƴ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀƭƭǎέ, another 
classic moral tale being brought to life by the players.  Under the 
skilful direction of Leo Wockner the cast is really enjoying discover-
ing the layers of meaning in the script.  This is one of those wonder-
ful pieces of theatre which will keep everyone guessing, right to the 
end, and even after the end!  Make sure you book early, as this is 
bound to be popular and bring your friends along. 
     Great to see such a good turn out to our monthly meeting in July. 
And many thanks to Amanda Webb and the cast and crew who gave 
a very impressive performance of a new short play ά¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƛǊέ by 
local writer Alain Francois.  It was wonderful to see actors perform-
ing without scripts.  This is much more entertaining for the audi-
ence, but also much more difficult for actors with such a short re-
hearsal time and working with a developing script. 
     Truly one of the achievements of which that Villanova Players can 
be proud is giving local playwrights a chance to develop their mate-
rial and to see it produced by dedicated performers.   It was won-
derful to have Alain Francois, the playwright come along to see the 
performance.  
     Also great to see new member Matthew Knox on stage.  Thanks 

to Jason King, Steve Pearton, Jane Sizer and to stage manager, Trudi 
Leggett, and Gregg Gorriss for sound and lighting. 
     Remember that all subscribers and friends are welcome to come 
along to our monthly meetings held on the third Wednesday of each 
month. 
     Thanks to all who came along to be part of the  Morningside Fes-
tival on Sunday July 25th.  It was a truly fun day and is really impor-
tant for us to be part of these events, to attract more audience 
members, to build links with our local politicians and business lead-
ers, and to keep the Morningside theatre open and available to the 
community. 
     I look forward to seeing you all during 
ά!ƴ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ /ŀƭƭǎέ 
 
     Cheers, 
     Leo 

      

2010 
FORTHCOMING PRODUCTIONS 

  
 
 
 

 
Play No.3  -  An Inspector Calls 

! /wLaLb![ Lb±9{¢LD!¢Lhb ¢I!¢Ω{ bh¢ ![[ L¢  
APPEARS TO BE 
By J B Priestly 

Directed by Leo Wockner 
27th August to 11th September 

 
Play No.4  -  An Italian Straw Hat 

A FAST-MOVING FRENCH FARCE INVOLVING A  
JEALOUS HUSBAND, A WEDDING PARTY, A VERY 

HUNGRY HORSE AND A STRAW HAT 
By Eugene Labiche 

Translated and adapted by Maria Plumb  
and Rod Thompson 

Directed by Maria Plumb 
19th November to 4th December 

 

                    FROM OUR PRESIDENTñLEO BRADLEY        
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MONTHLY 
GENERAL MEETING 

AT THE HUT 

WEDNESDAY 18 AUGUST 2010 
8:00pm 

 
ENTERTAINMENT 

     In August, Samantha Tierney will present an 
extract from "It's My Party and I'll Die if I 
Want To", by Elizabeth Coleman author of 
"Secret Bridesmaid's Business".    
     This is a new Australian play, which is on 
the Casting Committee's reading list for possi-
ble future production.   
     Discussion on whether it makes a likely 
contender for a spot in any future season will 
be welcome.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

[If anyone is interested in presenting an item at our Monthly 
Meetings,  contact a Member of the Casting Committee  -  phone 

numbers are on the back page of The Proscenium] 
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JULY ENTERTAINMENT 

     July's meeting saw a beautifully presented 
production of  "The Chair", a new one act play 
written by local scriptwriter and cinematogra-
pher Alain Francois, and directed by Amanda 
Webb.   
     A number of short emotionally-charged 
scenes gave us an intriguing insight into what 
unfolded as a complex tangle of relation-
ships.  An exploration of friendship and love 
on all levels held the audience of members 
and friends closely involved.   
     Well-developed performances from the 
actors Jane Sizer, Matt Knox, Steve Pearton 
and Jason King were given.  Gregg Gorris con-
tributed to the atmosphere of the production 
with his lighting and sound-effects.  Trudy 
Leggett proved a most efficient Stage Man-
ager connecting the scenes into a cohesive 
production.   
     Thanks to Alain and Amanda and the case 
and crew for giving us such a worthy offering. 
      Maria  -  Casting Committee 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICES                               

     
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
      LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
plays.  Audience reaction has been very favourable and our technicians are very happy 
with our new equipment. 
     Indeed, the equipment is great to work with and the results speak for themselves.  
Our stage has always been very expertly lit, with excellent lighting design and operation 
and this new equipment augments what has gone before. 
     ¢ƘŜ vǳŜŜƴǎƭŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ DŀƳōƭƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ .ŜƴŜŦƛǘ CǳƴŘ has provided 
$30 000.00 to Villanova Players for the purchase of this lighting equipment.  
     Through this great fund and through the efforts of our committee, our patrons can 
benefit from the most modern lighting equipment available for theatre productions. 
 
        
        Rod Thompson 
         TREASURER                                    

 
 
 

        Saturday 7th August 
AT THE HUT 

10.00am to 1.00pm 
Accent this time on costume area 

PLEASE COME ALONG AND GIVE US A HAND TO 
TIDY UP ALL OUR HATS AND COATS! 

Director Amanda and Leo 
explaining the play 

George and Jo 
ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ 

Mitch and Jo 
a touching moment 

George and Jo 
mates gone fishing 

Charlie and Jo 
making the most of it 

Author Alain Francois 
pleased with the production 

George and Charlie 
helping him cope 

Charlie and Jo 
giving a friend support 

Jo and Mitch 
close right to the end 


